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РЕЗЮМЕ. Цель. Целью статьи является рассмотрение проблемы международного обмена и сотруд-

ничества в сфере высшего образования. Методы. Анализ научной литературы, обобщение, наблюде-

ние. Результат. Международное сотрудничество в области развития высшего образования тесно связа-

но с международной средой развития и национальной политикой. В качестве примера рассматривает-

ся международный обмен и сотрудничество в области высшего образования в Китае. Авторы рассмат-

ривают различные этапы международного обмена и сотрудничества в Китае. Вывод. Авторы приходят к 

выводу, что Китаю необходимо укреплять социальные, культурные и политические мотивы и активно 

участвовать в глобальном управлении высшим образованием, выстраивать модель обучения за грани-

цей, создавать проекты и платформы для международного сотрудничества в рамках нового этапа раз-

вития международного сотрудничества в области высшего образования. 
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ABSTRACT. The aim of the article deals with the problem of international exchange and cooperation in 

the field of higher education. Methods. Analysis of scientific literature, generalization, observation. Results. 

International cooperation on higher education development is closely related to the international develop-

ment environment and national policies. International exchange and cooperation in the field of higher edu-

cation in China is considered as an example. The authors reveal different stages of international exchange 

and cooperation in the field of higher education through which China has gone. Conclusions. China needs 

to strengthen social, cultural, and political motivations and actively participate in global higher education 

governance, build a model for studying abroad, brand projects and international cooperation platforms 

within a new stage of the development of international cooperation in higher education. 
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Introduction 

Education in the modern world face differ-

ent problems as well as problem of interna-

tionalization of higher education [1; 3-5; 7]. 

International exchange and cooperation in 

higher education is based on specific and di-

verse, and we should absorb and learn higher 

education concepts and models of various na-

tions, as well as their cultural traditions, values, 

concepts, and behavioral patterns in order to 

achieve the process of improving the quality 

of training, advancing the modernization of 

the country’s higher education, promoting the 

development of the country and the world’s 

economy, and achieving the purpose of mutu-

al understanding and respect for human be-

ings. According to Jane Knight’s definition, 

internationalization of higher education means 

“level of institutions and at the national level, 

the process of integrating international, cross-

cultural, and global dimensions into the pur-

pose, function or delivery of higher educa-

tion.” [6] We consider the development pro-

cess and experience of internationalization of 

China's higher education and proposes strate-

gies for the future reform of China’s higher 

education.  

The aim of the article deals with the prob-

lem of international exchange and cooperation 

in the field of higher education. 

Methods 

Analysis of scientific literature, generaliza-

tion, observation. 

Results and discussion 

1. The scale-expanding stage of interna-

tional cooperation of China’s higher educa-

tion (1993-2010) 

Development of China’s economy and the 

further improvement of the international envi-

ronment, international education cooperation 

and exchanges have also ushered. In 1993 the 

State Education Commission issued the “Notice 

on Issues Related to Paid Study Abroad”, fur-

ther relaxing the policy of studying abroad at 

one’s own expense. In 2007 the State Council 

approved the establishment of the “National 

Construction High-level Open Recruitment of 

Postgraduates Program”, which selects 5.000 

postgraduates to study abroad or to study for a 

doctorate degree each year. Since 2008 China 

has greatly expanded the scale of government 

scholarships for international students and en-

couraged senior talents to study in China. In 

1986 Nanjing University and Hopkins Univer-

sity established Johns Hopkins University-

Nanjing University Center for Chinese and 

American Studies. That was also the earliest in-

ternational cooperation project in higher educa-

tion since China’s educational reform. In 1993 

State Education Commission promulgated 

“Notice on Issues Concerning Cooperation in 

the Field of Higher Education in China” and 

“Interim Regulations on Chinese-Foreign Co-

operation in the Field of Higher Education” and 

other regulations, which provided a policy basis 

for guiding and regulating cross-border school 

activities. In June 1993 the former State Educa-

tion Commission issued that multiple forms of 

educational exchanges and international coop-

eration are an important part of China’s reform 

concerning accepting donations to support 

schools, introducing and using overseas man-

agement experience, educational content and 

funds that were beneficial to the country and 

conducive to the development of China’s edu-

cation. In 1995 the former State Education 

Commission issued the “Interim Regulations on 

Foreign Cooperation”, which defined the con-

cepts of foreign cooperation in the field of 

higher education. At the same time, it was clear-

ly stated that foreign cooperation is an im-

portant form of China’s educational exchanges 

and cooperation with foreign countries, and it 

is important as the supplement to China’s edu-

cation. In 1996 “Notice on Strengthening the 

Management of Degree Awarding in Chinese-

Foreign Cooperation” was issued, which regu-

lated the degree awarding activities of Chinese-

foreign cooperation in the field of higher edu-

cation and played a positive role in promoting 

the orderly development of Chinese-foreign 

cooperation. The “Higher Education Law” was 

promulgated in 1998. In 2002 total number of 

foreign cooperative education institutions and 

projects were 71 which were opened in 28 prov-

inces, autonomous regions and municipalities 

in China [2; 9]. 
2. Concept promotion stage of interna-

tional cooperation of China’s higher educa-

tion (2010-2015) 

China entered a new era of comprehensive-

ly deepening reforms and innovation-driven 

economic development in 2010. In July 2010 

the “National Medium and Long-term Educa-

tion Reform and Development Plan Outline 

(2010-2020)” was issued which emphasized the 

need of continuing expanding of internaliza-

tion of education and put forward require-

ments for introducing high-quality education-

al resources and improving the level of ex-

changes and cooperation. The internationaliza-

tion of higher education began to focus on the 
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incorporation or integration of imported for-

eign resources with the local higher education 

system and promoted international school ac-

tivities within the practice of higher education. 

In 2010 the “China Education International 

Exchange Association Foreign Cooperative 

Education Certification Center” was responsi-

ble for the certification of foreign cooperative 

education activities. In 2013 the Ministry of 

Education of China issued the document 

“Opinions on Further Strengthening the Quali-

ty Assurance of foreign Cooperation in Higher 

Education Institutions”. Breakthrough devel-

opment was achieved in improving the quality 

of foreign cooperative education in universities 

and promoting the establishment of a quality 

assurance mechanism for foreign cooperative 

education. In 2011 Soochow University in Laos 

became the first foreign university approved by 

the Chinese government. In 2014 Tongji Uni-

versity established its first foreign campus in 

Florence, Italy. In addition, the Ministry of Ed-

ucation also approved Xiamen University to set 

up a branch campus in Malaysia [2; 10]. In 2016 

China's number of colleges and universities 

abroad reached 98, which were distributed in 14 

countries and regions, and a total of 35 colleges 

and universities conducted international educa-

tional activities. 

3. Upgrade stage of international coopera-

tion of China’s higher education (2015- Now) 

In 2016 the “Several Opinions on Doing a 

Good Job in Opening Education to the Outside 

World in the New Era” stated that, China's 

study abroad service system will be basically 

sound, the quality of studying in China will be 

significantly improved, the benefits of for-

eign-related education will be significantly 

improved, the breadth of bilateral and multi-

lateral educational cooperation will be im-

proved, deep and effective expansion of bilat-

eral educational cooperation will be achieved 

by 2020. At the same time, within the stage of 

promoting the construction of world-class 

universities and first-class disciplines, 

strengthening international exchanges and co-

operation will also be an important reform 

content and an important means to achieve the 

goal of “double first-class” construction. The 

internationalization of higher education has 

entered a new stage of the concept develop-

ment of improving quality and efficiency. In 

2015 the “Vision and Actions for Promoting 

the Joint Construction of the Silk Road Eco-

nomic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk 

Road” was released, and “education participa-

tion” was the main content of cooperation 

among countries along the “Belt and Road” 

initiative. In 2016 the Ministry of Education 

issued the “Promotion Co-construction of the 

“One Belt and One Road” Education Action”, 

and the internationalization of higher educa-

tion became an important promoter of serving 

the country’s “One Belt and One Road” initia-

tive. In 2016 “Several Opinions on Doing a 

Good Job in the Opening of Education in the 

New Era” designed China's higher strategic 

content of the opening of education to the 

outside world systematically, and it emphasiz-

es the key points of the opening of education 

to the “One Belt and One Road” initiative. In 

2017 Promoting the Construction of World-

Class Universities and First-Class Disciplines 

and Implementing Schools”, in the selection 

criteria, “International Exchange and Coopera-

tion” was raised to a level parallel to scientific 

research, social services, cultural heritage and 

teacher team building [8; 11]. During this pe-

riod, the internationalization of higher educa-

tion has become an important part of the qual-

ity of higher education, and the value of tools 

in serving the country’s social and economic 

development has become increasingly promi-

nent. It has become the concept and support 

for the transformation and upgrading of dif-

ferent types of institutions of higher learning. 

Internationalization of higher education has 

been upgraded from national strategy and 

university actions to national action due to the 

promotion of national policy arrangements 

and strategic layout. Active participation in 

national strategies has become an important 

prerequisite and core orientation for the inter-

national development of higher education 

during this period. 

Conclusion 

The internationalization of higher educa-

tion is an inevitable trend of higher education 

of participating in international competition. 

Competition is the key to institutional change 

within the economic framework of scarcity. 

Competition forces organizations to continu-

ously invest in skills and knowledge to their 

maintenance. The relative shortage of high-

quality and differentiated higher education 

resources has restricted the participation of 

higher education in international competition 

to a certain extent and has also forced coun-

tries to enhance the international competitive-

ness of their higher education through cooper-

ation and exchanges between countries within 

the development of higher education. Alt-
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hough China's higher education development 

has made significant progress, the internation-

al influence of higher education continue to 

increase, the internationalization of higher ed-

ucation has been integrated into the national 

strategy and has become the guiding concept 

of the development of higher education insti-

tutions. It should be noted that quality of edu-

cation for international students should be 

improved. The role of internationalization re-

form in promoting the quality of higher edu-

cation is obvious, and there is connection be-

tween internationalization and regional social 

and economic development. 
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